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Phyficke againſt the Plague, 
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y W. Ionzs, B,of D, late Prea- 


therto Arrecon in the Il: of Wrehe, 
houghe neceſſary to be republiſhed , and 
'rcad, and layd"ro heart, in this dange= 

| rous time of the Peſtilence, 


the day of my trouble I ſought the Lord, my 
ſore ranne and ceaſed not &c Plal 77.2: 
every man prove bis owne works ,Gal.4.. 
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| _ THE IRVE 
NAYISITION 


"THE _ SOVIETS 


SnARCH, 


. LAMENT ATION $, 3. 40: 
et 15 ſearch and try. our wayes, and 
urne aoaine tothe Lord 


I'S Very probable that. 
when the Jewes were go- 


ing inro captivicy, as *cis 
threatned; 7erem.z 5 .then 


leremie made this booke 
Lamentations, wherein he fitſt ſets 
ne the greatneſſe of Gods judge- 
—_ | 
Sccandly, the heinouſneſle of their 


Az Thirdly 


© © Thetrae Inquiſition, or | 
Thirdly, he exhorrs the people to 
repentance. * | ' 
Fourthly , hee invites them to lay 3 
hold on Gods mercy by faich. 1 
Th: wordes of my Text : are the 
ſumme of the whole bogke , which * 
may bee thus rendred ina few mar 3 
words. | | 8 
Yee {ce , my deere Countrymen, 'Y 
how the Lotd" hath affiifed us, and 7? 
doubtlefſc the cauſe is our finncs, It > 
ſhall therefore be our wiſdome tocx- Ti 
amine our ſelves narrowly , whercin 
- we have tranſgreſled ; and then to re- 2 
turne into the path of Gods Commi- 2 
' dements , that he may have mercy vp» Z 
on us, and xcmovye his judgements % 
from vs. 
Now behold the judgements of 1 
God hayc lopg hovered overour land: |» 
Whercforc as leremy then called the |} 
rebellious Iewes to ſearch their wayes; # 
ſo is it ſeaſonable for every Miniſter 7 


of the Goſpcllamopg us , to Call his 'F 
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. people to examination of their wayes, 
that the feirce wrath of God may bee 
turned from us. 

- And for my part atthis time I am 
called ro make a Viſitation Sermon: 
yce ſeethe Y:ſitors are come to inquire 
of all our waycs. What fitter exhor- 
tation chen can I make, than this of the 
ilc Prophet s Les ws ſearch and trie 
ur wayes; andturne againe tothe Lord, 

In this exhortation I obſerve two 
parts ; the fir{t ſtands in ſearching and 
rying our wayes : the ſecond, incur- 
ing againe to the Lord. 
Concerang the former part.inthe'e 
yords, Let ss ; ſearch and try our wayes, | 
otethree particulars. 


din the particular «s- 
Secondly the ac, which is twofold, 
arch, and try. 


Thirdly, the obie& to be ſearched 
Fr nd tryed, our wayes- | 
Touching the firſt, the nerſons that 


Firſt, who be the pcrſons ſommon: 


A 3 are 


The true Tnquiſuion, or 
are ſommoned in the particular, #s; 
No queſtion but Teremy ſpeakes tothe ? 
body of ihe Iewes, including himſelfe, 
For though te was a righteous man, 
yct he knew as David faith, Pſal: 143, * 
2. That in Gods fight, nomanlivings + 
jeftified- To the whole Congregation 
of Iſrael therefore doth Teremy (peake, 
including himſclte when he faith, Les 3 
us ſtarch,ofc. | 
nlike manner atthis time,doec I di- 
ret my ſpeech tothe whole Deatery 
of the Iſle of W72eht, not excluding my 
ſelfe, orany of my brethiren ofthe Mi- 
niſtery. | 
Nay more, including you al{o Right 
Worſhip/ull that are cometo viſit vs, 
and all your Officers, from the higheſt 
tothe loweſt; yea and all thathave a- 
ny hand in this dayes Viſitation, a5 | 7 1 
Church-wardens,and ſidemen, Plaine 8% 
tiffes, Defendants, and witnefles, all ©? 
- that prove Wills; or take vpon them © 4 
the Adminiftration of ort.er mens 
goods: FRB 
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The ſad Soule ſearch. 
goods: Ina word,to you all that heare | 
me this day, as alſo to my ſelfe, doe I R 
ſay in the word of the Lord ,»Zer « | 
IM [earch and try onr wayes. ' Far though | 
WM perhaps ſome amoag us are not ſuch 
heinous finners as others ; yet wecan- 
not but confefle if we will ſpeake the 
Fccuch, that 5» many things we ſinne all: 
2231 therefore have juſt cauſe every one | 
to ſearch and trie our wayes ; wherefore [| 
I fay againe and againe, Letus all and 
cvery one of us, ſcarch and try our 
WayCs., 

[ doe not Ceny, bot ir is the part of 
the Magiſtrate, and the duty of the 
Miniſter, and Church Wardens, an4 
all ſ\worne men, to ſearch and try the 
wayes of all that are committed to 
their charge ; and woe be.unto them 
| ifthey doe nor. 

But yet it is laid as a burden vpon 
very particular perſonto ſearch him- 
—F-lfe, according to that 1 Cor- 11:28. 
"| & a man, id eff, eyery man, examine 


\  bimſelfe 


The true T nquiſttion, or 


bimfelfe,ana :gaine, Let every may prone | 


| S 
bu owne worke , Gal.6; 4. 


Neithcr ſhall wee thinke it ſtrange, 3 
that every man is\called to the ſtrict * 


examinar'on of hunlelfe, if we marke 
the reaſon, 


For firſt, they to whom the careof # 


others is commitred , many times ate 
careleſle. | 

Secondly,no man can take notice of 
all anorhers wan-'r1ngs; The heart is de- 
cerrfull above meaſure, who can ſearchit? 
Ter.17:9, | 

Thirdly , Zwery one of 1s ſhall gjve 
account 10 God of himſelfe, Rom. 1 4: 12. 
Every man ſhall beare his owne burden, 
Gal.6:5. | 

*T isrruc, if the Magiſtrate,and Mt- 
niſter,and other over {ecrs, warne not 
the wicked whom:hcy elpie, but [ct 


them goe 0n/in finnc,, God will require | 


their blood at the:y hanas ; bur yet hey 
ſhal dye m their ſine, and beare their 

OWne punilhment, Ezec: 33+ $. Wiich 
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The ſal Soules ſearch. % 
being ſo, every one that is wiſe will . | 
ponder his owne pathes ; Every one F* 
that hath underſtanding will ſearch & | | 
try his owne wayes. | 

So ye have the firſt particular,every 
man,highor low, rich or poore, lear- 
ned or unlearned, bond or tree, muſt | 
{earch and try his owne wayes. 

The ſeco.,d þorticular to: be confie 
dered is the: AQ, which is rwofold , 
tarch, and iry, | 

By ſearching,we muſt underſtand a | 
narrow looking into-ov7 courſes , by | 
taking ſpeciallvciw ot them all. 

David exprefles the meaning when 
he ſayes, Pſal.119. 59. 1conſiaered my 
wayes,that is,as other tranſlations have 
it, [ howz bt on my wayes, or, called all 
my wayes to my remembrance. So 
then bei! g in my rext commanded to 
F ſearch our wayes,ris as it-we had beene 
*F<njoyned ro ponder all our wayes, of 
=Fco call ro aur remembrance, as much 
: Fas wee can, all oar by paſt-thoughts, 
T%Y | words 
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The true Inquiſuion, or 

words,and deedes, | 

Morcovec when we have ſearched, | 
or taken {peciall notice of all ox! 
wayes, wee are commanded in the (e. 
cond placeto tric them, that is, weigh 3 
them inthe ballance of the Sanctuary, 
and prove them by rhe touch. ſtone of F 
Gods word, whether they be gool& # 
current, or not. 2 

Behold then thy Daty ,wholoever ** 
thou arr, Thou muſt often entcrinto 
{ſerious examination and conſideration 
of all thy wayes: thou muſt every day 
ponder withthy ſclfe, wherherthy co- + 
verſation bee ſutable to Gods willor 2 
not. 

Concerning this ſearching and try- 
Ing in worldly matters, we are forthe 
moſt part very wiſe : the that hath a _ 
flock of ſheepe, will have a ſhepheard >? 
to handle them dayly, He thu hath v8 
much land, will have a Bayliffe to 0- |: 
ver {cc it continually. Yee necde not }= 
bid the Marchant try his filver and 


pold þ 
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001d, and ſearch his other commodi- 

es. Who doth nor ofren talke and in 
Juire concerning the eſtate of his bo-. | 
ly. bh | SS 

But concerning the eſtate of our 

oules, weare too to negligent. I may bY 
ay of our dayes as ler:my 8.6. [hea © 4 
ened & heard, but they pake not a right, 
o man repented of his wickednes, ſaying, © 
hat have I done? Every one turneth to 
bs courſe as the horſe ruſheth into the bat- 
el. 

Vnto whom ſhall I compare the mE 
of this generation? Certainly they are | 
likethe people of Laiſh : [udg.18.27- | 
T be children of Dan came nnto Laiſh , 4 | 
niet people and without miſtruſt > [mote [| 
them with the edge of the ſworde, 5 co if 

3 Evenſo,though we heare daily that 
"Fthe Divell {ike @ roaring Lyon gies about 
p eeking whom he may dewvonre, 1 Pet. 5.8. 
>F=nd that our luſts daily warre againſt 
39% ſoules, r Pet,2.11. and that the whole 


world lyes in wickedneſſe, 1 10h. .19. yet 
we 


” 


The true Inquiſitio 1,07 


we lie fnorting in our finnes, 

Yea more, though it be moſt appa- 
rit that the Lord hath whet his (word, * 
and prepared inſtrumentsot death, as. * 
the plague, famine; and the (word, 1 
which hive in our Country 8& among * 
our neighbours, devoured many thou- # 
ſands, and ten thouſands wichintheſe 
few yearcs, yer we arc not moved here- | 
by to ſearch and try ur waycs: Wee ® 
ſleepe like a man vpon the topp of a ® 
Maſte. {4 

Thus much for the ſecond particu- ©? 
lar; the twofold a, ſearch and try. 

I come to the third particular, which 
is the objec ; or what we muſt ſearch 
and try, namely our wayes. \ . 

And hereby this word wayes, we 7 
muſt underſtand our thoughts, words, 3 
and works : So they are often termed - 
in the Scripture, Gen.6.12. All fleſb had” 
corrupted bs way,that is to (ay,all mat- 7 
x1nd had polluted their manacrs , they | 
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The ſad Soules ſearch. Rs 
Now,our thoughts, words & deedes 
are termed our waycs , becauſe by chE 
e walke as *(were to heaven or hell, 
as by the Kings high way , wee paſle 
rom towne to towne, He that thinkes 
p00 thoughts, ſpeakes good words, 
and doth good workes, 1s walking in | 
he way to heaven. Bona opera ſunt via. 
cn1:1,g00d works are the way tothe | - | 
ingdome of heaven; Which God bath -\- 
racined that wee ſhould walke'in them, "8 
Eph: 2. 10. | NE IS. | 
Hee that thinkes evill thoughts, | 
peakes evill words,doth evill decdes, | 
Þs walking inthe way to hell. Prov: 70 
7 $2/omos ſaith,T he houſe of a whore is 
W-c ay to þell+ that is to fay, whoremo- \ 
crs and adultcrers are walking 1n the 
cad y way that leades to hell. ' 
The like may be ſaid of the practiſe 
of any finne,in thought, word,or deed, 
cis the way to hell, | 
F Sothen, whereas the Propher ſayes, 
2Þ.-ct us ſcarch and try our wayes, 1s 
3 | as 
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The trge Inquiſition, or : 
Thirdly , he exhorrs the people to Z 
repentance.” | * 
Fourthly , hee invites them tolay Þ 
hold on Godsmercy by faith. j 
The wordes of my Text : are the 
ſurame of the whole bogke , which 
may bee thus rendred ina few more } 
words. 
| Yee ſce, my deere Countrymen, | 
how the Lotd* hath affiited us; and } 
doubtlefſe the cauſc is our (inncs, It F 
ſhall therefore be our wiſdome tocx- 3 
amine our ſelves narrowly , wherein 
we havetranſgreſſed ; and then to re- Þ 
eurne into the path of Gods Commi- * 
dements ,; that he may have metcy vp* |! 
on us, and xemoye his judgements |” 
from vs. EY | 
Now behold the judgemetits 0t | 
God hayc lopg hovered over our land: +: 
Whercforc as leremy then called the |; 
rebellious Iewes to ſearch their ways, Þ 
ſo is it ſcaſonable for every Minifter Þ 
of the Goſpecll among us , to call his 
22 people 


The ſad Sonles ſearch. 


people to examination of their wayes, 
that the feirce wrath of God may bec 
turned from us. 

And for my part atthis time I am 
called to make a Viſitation Sermon : 
yee ſeethe /ſitors are come to inquire 
of all our waycs. What fitter exhor- 
tation then can I make, than this of the 
wiſe Prophet 2 Let ws ſearch and trie 
our wayes; and turne againe 10the Lord, 

In this exhortation I obſerve two 
parts ; the fir{t ſtands in ſearching and 
trying our wayes :the ſecond, incur- 

ing againe to the Lord. E 

Concerning the former part.iathe'e 
words, Let ss : ſearch and try our wayes, [ 
notethree particulars. 

Firſt, who be the perſons ſommon. 

din the particular «s- 

Secondly the a, which is twofold, 

earch, and try. 

Thirdly, the obiet co be ſearched 
Fn tryed, our wayes- 


Touching the firſt, the perſons that 


A 3 arc 


; The true Inquiſution, or 
are ſommoned in the 'particular, ar, 5 
No queſtion but Jeremy ſpeakes tothe * 
body dfthic Iewes, including himſelte, * 
For though te was a righteous man, 2! 
yct he knew as David faith, Pſal: 143, © 
2. That in Gods fight , no man living « ©: 
Jeftifieds To the whole Congregation * 
of Iſrael therefore doth Teremy (peake, 7 
including himſcltc when he laith, Let 7 
us ſtarch,efc. : 
Inlike manner at this time,doe I di- * 
ret my [peech to the whole Deanery ? 
of the Iſle of W/24t, not excluding my 
ſclfe, orany of my brectiren ofthe Mi * > 
niſtery. | 2 
Nay more, including you alſo Right 2 
bon ph that are come to vilitvs, 3 
and all your Officers, from the higheſt 7 
tothe-loweſt ; yea and all thathave + 
ny hand in this dayes Vifiration, 45 72 
Church-wardens,and ſidemen, Plaine 
tiffes, Defendanes , and witnefles, ul 3 
that prove Wills; or take vpon them? 
the Adminiftration of ort.cr -mens 
" 2o0ds: 
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goods: Ina word,to you all that heare 
me this day, as alſo to my ſelfe, doe TI 
ſay in the word of the Lord, Ze# ws 
earch and try opr wayes. For though 
crhaps ſome amoag us are not ſach 
einous ſinners as others ; yet Wecan- 
not but confeſſe if we will ſpeake the . - 
ruch, that # many Things we ſinne all 7 
and therefore have juſt cauſe every one 
0 ſearch and trie gur wayes , wherefore 
I lay againe and againe, Letus all and * 
very one of us, ſearch and try our 
ayes. | 

I doe not deny, bur it is the part of 
the Magiſtrate, gnd the duty of the 

iniſter, and 1 Wardens, an4 
1 ſworne mento ſearch and try the 
vaycs of all that are committed to 
heir charge : and woe be unto them 
tthey doe not. | 

But yet it is laid, as a burden vpon 
Þ'<ty particulat perſonto ſearch him- 
=WÞ&-lte, according to that 1 Core 11:28. 
W-< 4 man, id eff, every man; exammer 


bimſelfe 
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words,and deedes. | 
Moreover when we have (carched, 
or taken ſpeciall notice of all or 
wayes, wee are commanded in the fe. } 
cond place to tric them, thar is, weigh | 
them inthe ballance of the Sanctuary, | 
and prove them by rhe touch. ſtone of Þ 
Gods word, whether they be gool&-3 
current, or not. | 1 
Behold then thy Daty:, whoſoever 
thou arr, Thou muſt often entcrinto 7 
ſerious examination and conſideration --1 
of all thy wayes: thou muſt every ” 6 
ponder with thy ſelfe, whetherthy c6- * 
verfation bee ſutable to Gods willor 
not. h 3 
Concerning this ſearching and try- 
Ing in worldly matters, we are forthe 
moſt part very wiſc : he that hath a _* 
flock of ſheepe, will have a ſhepheard 
to handle them dayly, He that hath js 
much land, will have a Bayliffe to 0- |: 
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ver ſee it continually. Yee necde not þ? 
bid the Marchant try his filver and 
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£001d,and ſearch his other commodi- 
ues, Who doth nor often talke and in 
quire concerning the cſtate of his bo- 
dy. ICT 
But concerning the eſtate of our 
ſoules, we are too to negligent, I may 
fay of our dayes as [er:my 8.6. hea. 
kened & heard, but they (pake not a right, 
”o man repented of his wickednes. ſayine, 
what have I done? Every one turneth to 
his courſe as the horſe ruſheth into the bat- 
e- . EE, we 
Vnto whom ſhall I compare the mE@ 
of this generation? Certainly they are 
likethe people of Laiſh : [udg. 18. 27+ 
The children of Dan came nnto Laiſh, a 
Het people and without miftriſt.& {mote IDs 
ther with the edge of the ſworde, r5 ce 
| Evenſo,though we heare daily that 
F the Divell ke « roaring Lyon gies about 
Þ} /eeking whom he may devenre, 1 Pet. 5.8. 
JF -nd that our Juſts daily: warre againſt . 
2 07 ſoules, 1 Pet. 2.11. and that the whole 
 J or ld byes inwickedneſſe, 1 Toh. 19. yet 
= - We 
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The true Inquiſition or 
we lie ſnorting in our finnes, 
Yea more, though it be moſt appa- 


rit that the Lord hath whet his (word, | 


and preparcd inſtruments ot death, as 
the. plague, famine, and the (word, 
which hive inour Country 8& among 
our neighbours, devoured many thou- 
ſands, and ten thouſands withintheſe 


few yearcs, yer we arc not moved here- | 


by to ſearch and try our waycs: Wee 
ſleepe like a man vpon the ropp of a * 


Maſte, 


Thus much tor the ſecond particu- 1 


lar, the twofold a, ſearch and try. 


I come to the third particular, which 


is the objec ; or what we muſt ſearch 
and try, namely or wayes.. 
And here by this- word wayes, We 


muſt underſtand our thoughts, words, 


and works : Sothey are often termed 


in the Scripture, Gen.6.1 2. All fieſb had > 


corrupted bs way, that 1s toſay,all mans 


| kind had polluted their manaers , they 


weregrownedilſolut in their thoughts | 


words,and deedes, Now 1 
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The ſad Soules ſearch. 
Now,our thoughts, words & deedes 
are termed our wayes , becauſe by 4 

e walke as *twere to heaven or.hell, 
s by the Kings high way , wee paſſe 
rom towne to towne, He that thinkes 
04 thoughts, ſpeakes good words, 
I doth good workes » Is walking in 
he way to heaven, Bona opera ſunt vis 
gni:i,g00d works are the way to the: 
ingdome of heaven , Which God hath 
rdeined this wee ſhould walkein them, 
phe 25 10. 

Hee that thinkes evill thoughts, 
peakes evill words,doth evill decdes, 
$ walking in the way to hell, Prov: 7- 
7 Salomon (aith,T he houſe of a whore is 
be way to hell: that is toſfay, whoremo- 
rs and adulterers are walking in the 
ady way chat leades to hell. 

The like may be faid of the practiſe 
f any finne,in thought, word, Or « deed, 
isSthe way to hell, 

So then, whereas the Prophet leyes, 


ct us ſearch and try Our WayesS, Tis 
( - #8 


Z  Thetrue Inquiſition, or 
_ asif hehadſayd, Let us examine uy 
thoughts, Words and deedes; Let us 
_con(ider wherejn we have tran{greſſed 
*the commandemeiats of God,or done 
ovght againſt his will. | 
_ Andhere it is to be noted, that hee 
ſayes our wayes,not other mens wayes; 
In this ſearch, we muſt have an eye to 
our owne thoughts, words and deedes, 
This is a ſingular point of wildome; 
But very many of us faile moſt grolly 
therein, We areforthe moſt pait like! 
thoſe whom St. 4»guſt.: 10. Contell.? 
calls, Curioſum genus hominum ad Ctge' 
noſcendum vitam alienam , diſidioſum 4d! 
Corrigendum ſuam : Ve arc curious in! 
ſearching other mens waycs,negligent! 
1n correcting our owne. | 
I doe not deny buta man may takeno- 
tice of his neighbours wandrings, and 
rebuke him roo; tis the Lords owne 
Commandement, Levit: $9.17. Th 
(halt freely rebuke thy neighbour , and nit) 
ſoffer finne vpen him, And rey ; 
| » Nay 
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| The ſad Soules ſearch. 
ve all much to anſwer {9c, .þecauſe 
have not ſeaſonably rgproved our: 
tcnding neighbours. | | 
But the courſe that I now taxe, is, 
t many are-{a buyſic inſearching 0-. 
Tr mens wayes,, that: they:-neglect. 
ir owne : and yet they thinke them- 
ves wile metiv But'a wiſer than the 
(eſt ſaith, Prove v.12 Jf. thow beeſt 
e, thou [halt bewiſe-for thy 'ſelfe., Yea 
heathen man; Plytereh ; de 'curiofit.” 
hs T2 TH; PLAoanPi as Te\o5rvyrGay- 


herefgre ler us carefully hearken 
he coiffell of the wifdome ot God, 
ich ſqith, Prov* 44 2 5. Let thy eye lids 
a thy way before thee ;ponaer the path 
y feete : and let all thy wayes be orae- 
ar:i0ht, And whereas he fayes, Lee 
”y wayes be ordered , it gives'Me OC- 

| | cation 


thoughts, words and deedes, Let us 


 ſayes ovr wayes,not other mens waycs: 


The true Inquiſition, or 
as if he had ſayd, Let us examine quy 


confider wherein we have tranſgreſſed 
the commandemeits of God,or done 
ought againſt his will. 

And here it is to he noted, that hee 


In this ſcarch, we muſt have an eye to 
our owne thoughts, words and deedes, 
This is a ſingular point of wildome; 
But yery many of us faile moſt groſly 
therein, Weareforthe moſt paitlike 3 
thoſe whom St. 4vguſt.: 10. Confel, 
calls , Curioſum genus hominum ad Cog- 
noſcendum vitam alienam , diſidioſum ad 
Corrigendum ſuam : VVe arc curious1n 2 
ſearching other mens waycs,negligent * 
1n correcting our owne. d 
I doe not deny but a man may takeno-? 
tice of his neighbours wandrings, and 
rebuke him too, tis the Lords owne | 
Commandement, Levit: $9.17. Thu: 
[halt freely rebuke thy neighbour, and not ; 
ſeffer finne vpen him, And veg el : 
» have? 


3 

+] 

l 

| 
x 
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ave all much to anſwer for, becauſe 
c have nor ſeaſonably reproved our 
fending neighbours. = v9 +: 
Bur the courſe that T now taxe, is, 
at many are-{a buy fic 1a {earching 0- 


ce Wer mens wayes,, that they; neglet 
>: Whcir owne : and yet they thinke them- 
to Wives wile met, But a wiler than the 


iſeſt faith, Prove v.12: df thow beeſt 
ne; We, thou [halt bewiſe for thy ſelfe Yea. 
ſly heathen man; Platerch de corioftt. 


ue "With > 72 79% PLAcooPi as' mo; troyany 
nt, di . «v9 x1x4' Tis the end of Philoſo- 
> 1 *WÞy,to know a mans owne evills. And 
Et Orator ſaith very well,” Ne quic- 
ent im («pit qui {br non fapit, He 1s wiſe 
2MWvaine, thar is not wile for timfelfe, 
"0. WM \V berefore ler ns carctulſy-hearken 
nd Wee cofifell of the witdome of God,. 
me ich fairh, Prov: 44 25. Let thy eye lids 
Loy i © ff way before thee ,ponaer the path 
no; 2) [ecte : and let all thy wayes be orde- 
vee 72 And whereas he fayes, Let 
hy wayes be ordered , it gives'me 0C- 


calion 


The true Inquiſition, or 
cafionto put you in mind, that he that 
will make a true ſearch,muſt ſearch ill 
his waycs . and try all his thoughts, 
word, and deeds, Tis not ſufficieitto 
examine ſame,or many of our wayes: 
but we muſt ponder all aur wayes. If 
a Shippe ſpring three leakes,and onely 
two be flopped the third will finke the 
Shippe, If a man hath rwo greevous 
wounds in his body, and take order to 
cure onely one, that which is negle&- 
cd will kfll him. __:-; 

Luidve exempts juvat ſpins de plari- 
bus wna? Evca ſo, it we have diverſe 
laſts which fight againſt our ſou'es, 
doe mortific but ſome of them, tis to 
no purpoſe. 


God cannot indure theſe halfe (cr- ! 
vices. Hee that will be a man after 5 
Gods owne heatt, muſt with Davrd, | 
P/al: 119.104. #terly abhorre all falſe} 


W4a)es. 


The Phariſes were very preciſe inf 
many things; yet Chriſt calls them 
kypecrits\ 


The ſad Soule ſearch. 
hypocrites , and cryes woe unto them, 
becauſethey walked not circumſpeR- 
ly in all their wayes, 

The truth is,he that unfcinedly bend 
his minde againſt any one finne, hates 
all fines, and he that favours himſelfe 
in any one finne never fo ſmall, never 
ſo ſecret: this man hates no finne hear- 
ily, what ſhew ſoeverhe makes. He 
may perhaps eſchew ſome ſinnes, -for 
ſome ſinifter reſpeRs, as namely , be- 
cauſe they will not ſort with his ordi- 
nary courſes, or are notagreeable co 
bis complexion z or would hinder him 
more another way ; or becauſe. hee is 
taken yp of ſo many other unclcane 
ſpirits, that give him no leafure for 
theſe. | 

Who will contend the covetous 
Crib, for hating prodigality , and cx- 
ceſſe in meare , drinke, and apparel! ? 
Who knowes not that he hence reapes 
no ſmall adyantage * | 

What coafiderate man will thinke 

B the 


The true Inquiſition, or 
the betcer of a prodigall ſpenthrife,be: 
cauſe he heares him rayle againſt this 
ot that miſcrable Churle 7 

Indas was angry at the waſte of the 
box of precious oyntment , and ſaid it 
might have been ſold and given tothe 
poore, b.ittwas aot becauſe he Joved 
the poore,or hated waſt, but beeauſe 
he carried the bag and was a theefe- 


The Phariſes were very ſtritin ty- 
thing Mizt , CAnriſe and Cummiy , but 
if they had done this ſincerely , they, * 


would not haye negleRed the weigh- 
tier mattersof the Law. For he that 
lookes ro ſome of his wayes in obedi- 
ence unro Gods Commandement , for 
the ſame reaſon mult and will looke 
unto all: And he that hath not ancye 
to all his wayes,in tuch regards none, 


_  Sorhenletall that heare me this day, /! 

take ſpeciall notice that we are all ſum- 
moned this day , to ſearch and try all 
our wayes., Though in regard of ſome | 


O 


of our courſes we are applauded inthe 
wolld, and know ghat we have done | 


The ſad Soules ſearch. 
worthily g yet wee mult proceed fur- 
ther, and narrowly ſearch & examine 
all our whole converſation, and all the 
paſſages of our life. 1 Sam? 15, 13, 
when Seule returned from the ſlaughter” 
ofthe Amalckites,he ſaid unto Samuel, © 
Thau bleſſed of the Lord, I have perform _ 
ed the commandement of the Lord : And © 
yet yce know, he had ſpared Agag the 
King , and the far cattell ; contrary to 
the commandement . 

In like manner there be very many 
intheſe dayes, whothinke themſelves 
good Chriſtians, becauſe they have 
done and doe many good thinges, and 
elchew many evill wayes : They hcarc 
the word preached , they pray , they 
come ro the Lords Table , they give 
almes, they are no murderes, adulte- 
rers,theeues; Herevponthey coclude 
as Saul did , they have performed the 
commandement of the Lord: whereas 
I if they would ſearch and try all their 
2 wycs, they wonld ſee that chey come 
| B 2 farre 


The true Inquiſition, or 
farre ſhort ia other points, For though 
- they heare Gods word duly,they hate 
to bee reformed : though they keepe Ml ff 
ſome part of the Lords day holy,they 


ſpend ſome other part prophanely : : 
though they often call vpon Gods 
name devouly , they ofiner take his 
name in vaine moſt tearetully. though " 
they ſteale not their neighbors goods, 7 


they 10 him of his good name:though | 
they will not ſtrike with the ſword, ? 
their heartes are fraught with murde- 
rous and malicious thoughts. | 

For this cauſe we muſt fearch and ? 
try all ourwayes; we muſt ſuffer no # 
one to eſcape without duc examinati- 2 
on. 


Morcovet , if upon ſound tryall of 
Our OWne perſonal! Waycs, We be able 1 . 
to fay trucly with Ezechiah, Iſai 38.3. * 1 


.- we have walked before God, intrath, 7 
and with a per feet heart , and have done ® 
that which « good in his ſight, and as Da- Þ! 
vid laith Pſalm : 18. 23. have kept our Þ 
| ſelves 


The fad Soules ſearch. 
ſelves from our owne iniquitie, yet wee 
muſt not heie ceaſe [carching; we muſt 
proceed toſearch and try all the wayes 
of thoſe that are committed unto yur 
charge, becauſe we muſt anſwere uaro 
God tor them, 

Job was a wan perfe@ and vpright, 
and one that feared Goa and eſchewed e- 
vill, by Gods owne teſtimony, 706: x. 
$.yet 706 thought not this enough, buc 
continued ſanctih y"g his children,and 
offering ſac) ifice for them, 10b. L.5. 

Gothou & do likewiſe, Thou muſt 
be as carefull in ſearching and trying - 
allthe wayes of thy ſervamis and chil- 
dren,&c\, as thine owne ; wherein be. 
cauſe El failed, he was fearctully plag- 
ved by the Lord, 1 Sam. 4 

To conclude this poynt, if thou be 
a Pi1vate man, thou mult not pre into 
the wayesof thy neighbours: but con- 
cerning thoſe abominations which arc 
openly committed inthe Lind , thou 
at bound with them, Ezech: 9. 4.to . 
B 3 bewailc 


The true Inquiſition, or 
bewaile the ſame': Bur if thou art a | 
Magiſtrate , thou muſt ſearch out and | 
reformeall abuſes in iby quarter : thou * 
muſt not beare the ſword in vayne': For | 
thou art the Miniſter of God, a revenger 
79 execute wrath upon him that doth evil, 
ROM? 13 44+ 

Laſtly , though this courſe of ſear- 
ching and trying our wayes, muſt be 
raken principally , when God viſiteth 
_ us with any plague: or when the Ci. 
vill, or Ecclefiaſticall Magiſtrate ( as 
now cones to inquire COncerning our } 
wayes ; yet ought it to bee daily and .: 
continually uſed , becauſe we are apt 
to goeaſtray continually, and to wane 
der every moment. But the moſt con- ? 


venicnt time, for this ſearching andtri- Þ p 

yog all our wayes , by St. Chryſoome Fl ; 

and Others, is thought to be every cve- | y 
ning. | | | 

Thus have I ſhewed unto yau apo.nt & n 

of ſingular wiſedome, to be put in pra- AF} : 

| iſe every day by all nal the dayes IF 1 


of theic lives, Many 3 


? 


The true Inquiſition, or 


Many therefore of this generation ; 
are not ſo wiſe as they would be ac- 
counred , becauſe either altogether, or 
in part, they neglcR this dutie of ſear- 
ching and 'rying their waycs, 

Some (letall things goe how they 

will) paſſe their dayes in ſortiſh iccuri- 
ty, and never {ay to their owne ſoules 
ſo much as , What have 7 done, untill 
with the rich glotten, they be ſudden... 
ly plunged into hell. 
, Others, though they bee earneſtly 
exhorred to ſearch and tric their wa ies, 
will by no meanes entertaine anycou- 
ſell inthis kind, bur go one reſolutely 
as they have done.” 

Inthis ranke ſtand, firſt our recuſant 
Papiſts, who will doe as their Fathers 
and Grandfathers have done,rell them 
what ye can. F 

Secondly, of this number are very 
many profaine wretches , which ſceme 
J *9 hae inſtruRion, and pur off all ad- . 
F 221ition with a (coffe, 


Thir dly, 


The true Inquiſition, o 
bewaile the ſame': Bur if thou art a 
Magiſtrate , thou muſt ſearch out and 
reformeall abuſes in 1by quarter: thou 
muſt not beare the ſword in wayne : For 
thon art the Miniſter of God, a revenger 
79 Execute wrath upon him that doth evill,. 
Roms? I 34s _ : 
Laſtly , though this courſe of ſear- 
ching and trying our wayes, muſt be 
raken principally , when God viſiteth 
us with any plague: or when the Ci- 
vill, or Ecclefiaſticall Magiſtrate f as 
now)comes to inquire concerning our 
wayes ; yet oughrit to bee daily and 
continually uſed , becauſe we are apt 
to goeaftray continually, and to wan« 
der every moment. But the moſt con- 
venient time, for this ſearching and tri- 
yog all our wayes , by St. ChryſoFome 
and others, is thought to be every cve- | 
ning. | | 
Thus have I ſhewed unto yau apo:nt 
of ſingular wiſedome, to be'put in pra- 
Qiſe every day by all nach dayes | 
of theic lives, -_ Many | 


op 


 Thetrue Inquiſition, or 

a Many therefore of this generation ; 
d i are not fo wiſe as they would be ac- 
i counted , becauſe cither altogether, or 
7 WH in part, they negleR chis durie of ſear-. 
7” 8 ching and 'rying their waycs., 

f Some ( letall things goe how they 
will) paſſe their dayes in ſortiſh iccuri- 
ty, and never (ay to their owne ſoules 
ſo much as , Whit. have 1 done, untill 
with the rich glotten, they be ſudden... 
ly plunged into hell. 

Others, though they bee earneſtly 
exhorted ro ſearch and trie their wa ics; 
will by no meanes entertaine anycol- 
ſellinrhis kind , bur go one reſolutely 
as they have done.” TYEL 

Imthis ranke ſtand, firſt our recuſant 
Papiſts, who will doe as their Fathers 
and Grandfathers have done,rell them 
what ye cat, © | 

Secoadly, of this number are very 
many profaine wretches , which ſceme 
tohacc inſtruRion, and pur off all ad- 
monition with a (coffe, 
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Thirdly , here alſo may be ranged 
much people men and woemen, who 
having entred imo ſome unlawfyll 
coutſc, wherein they find, either plea- 
ſure, as Herod in his brother Philips 
wife, Luke 3. or =_ as the Crafts. 
men in making Shrines for the Temple 


of Diana, AH 19. 25 Or honour, as 
Naarz4n in going With his Mr. to his 
idolatrous houſe, 2 Kings 5.cannot in- 
dure to heare, that they muſt ſearch & 
trie their wayes , becaule they are rc- | 
ſolved whatſoever they heare , notto | 


Change thcir courſe. | 

Suchare in theſe dayes our comon | 
Stage-players, Game-houſe. keepers, 
Minſtrells, jeſters, typlers, ſtewes, V- 
(urers, &c, 

All theſe abhorre this ſearching and 
triyng of their wayes. They will not 
1ndureto havethe law fullneſle of their | 
courſes called in queſtion. | 

Others there are which performe 

this dutic but onely in part, and of theſc 
Wins ©! there 


= © Qs. 


RTAHSCSOCSsST 


C- | 


- 


The ſad Sqnles ſearch. 
their are diverſe forts , firſt, are they 
which doe but talke ot it , as Fetrx, 
AHL 24.25» who when Pant preachd 
ot Rightcouſnefle, ——_ and 
judgement to come,trembled;but ſaid, 
Go thy way Park , and when 1 have a con. 


 venient time, I will ſend for thee © bur he 


never (ent. 


* Even ſo many in theſe dayes,when 


they heare a fearching Sermon, . ſay 
here is good Doarine, tis pittie bur ir 
ſhould be followed, bur after that time 
never thinke vpon it againe, | 
Secondly, ſome are almoſt perſwa-. 
ded to fearchtheir wayes, as King A- 
gryppa, who {aid to Paul, A#s 26.28. 
Almoſt thou perſwadeft me to be a Chris 
ſian. But this almoſt willnot ſerve the 
wine, | y 
- Thirdly, ſome ſearch and try their 
wayes, bur feinedly as 4bab, 1 Kings 
21.27, when hce heard Elias threar-+ 
ning, rent his clothes and put on ſack- 
0th and faited, &c, But as loone - 
EE the 


The true Inquiſition, or 
the torme was over, he was the ſame 
man ? Even ſonow , when God ſends 
any judgement , publicke or private, 
there be many that will caſt downe 
their countenance,and fpeike humbly 
and mournfully , but when God ceaſes 
the plague,their ſubmiſſion is ended, 
'  Fourthly, ſome ſceme to ſearch & 
rry their wayes ſoundly, bur it is one- 
ly ſome of their wayes; others muſt 
not be touched, We have an example 
ero4, Mark 6. 20. Herod when he | 
ard Tohn did many things at his prea- | 
* Ching : But when 7ohs told him of his | 
Inceſt with his brothers wife, he could } 
no longer beare , but caſt 7obx into pri- 
ſon. READ 
Even ſo now, there are not a'few 
that are perſwaded to ſearch and trie 
matiy of cheir wayes,but they will by 
no meanes examine all: And among 
theſegfirit ſome ſearch onely great and 
groſle ſinnes, as may appeare, becauſe 
they uſually ſay, I am no whore, = 
| theite, 
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theefe, I am no murderer,no adulterer, 


and yer they abound in leſſer finnes 
Secandly,ſome ſtraine at a gnat, & 
[wallow a Camell: they are very pre> 


ciſe in ſearching our ſome ſmall faults, 


and yet ſuffer grand ſinnes to reigne 
without controll, RS 

Thirdly,ſome are zealous for the firſt 
table, they abhor Atheiſme,they hate 
Idols , they will not ſware, nor breake 
the Sabbath : but the little regard the 


WF ({ccond table : for they oppreile, de- 


fraud and wrong their neighbours mas 
ny wayes without ſcruple. 
Fourthly,ſome will ftand vpontheir 
Iuſtification, that they deale juſtly and 
charitablie wich all men; but yer make 
m bocs of raking Gods name in vaine, 
or breaking the Sabbath, 
Fifhly, ſome ſceme foto looke to 
their wayes , that they cannot greatly 
bee taxed for the open breach of the 


firſt or ſecond table , as they concerns. 


God and their neighbour 7: but touch- 


ing 


Y 


The true Inquiſition;or 
the torme was over, he was the ſame 
man? Even ſonow, _ God ſends 
any judgement, publicke or private, 
—_ _ many ] as will all doings 
their countenance,and fpeike humbly 
and mournfully , but when God ceaſes 
the plague,their ſubmiſſion is ended. 
Fourthly, ſome ſeeme to ſearch & 
rry their wayes ſoundly, bur it is one- 
ly ſome of their wayes; others muſt } 
not be touched, We have an example | 
in Hero, Mark 6. 20. Hered when he 
heard Tohn did many things at his prea- 
Ching : But when 7ohs told him ofhis 
Inceſt with his brothers wife,he could | 
- longer beare, but caſt ob» int0 pri 
on. 
_ Even ſonow, there are not a few 
thar are perſwaded to ſearch and tric 
many of cheir wayes;but they will by 
no meanes examine all: And among 
theſe, firſt, ſome ſearch onely great and 
groſle finnes, as may appeare, becauſe 
they ulually ſay, I am no arte 
| TNELc, 
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theefe, I am no murderer,noadulterer, 
and yer they abound in leſſer finnes - 

Secandly,ſome ſtraine ata gnat, & 
[wallow a Cemell: they are very pre- 
cile in ſearching our ſome ſmall faults, , 
and yet ſuffer grand ſinnes to reigne 
without controll, 

Thirdly,fome are zealous for the firſt 
table, they abhor Acheiſme,they hate 
Idols , they will not ſware, nor breake 
the Sabbath : but the little regard the 
ſecond table : for they oppreſle , de- 
traud and wrong their neighbours ma- 
ny wayes without ſcruple. | 

Fourthly,ſome will ftand vpontheir 
luſtification, that they deale juſtly and 
charitablie withall men, but yer make 
no bocs of taking Gods name ia vaine, 
or break ing the Sabbath. 

Fifhly, ſome ſceme foto looke to 
their wayes , that they cannot greatly 
bee taxed for the open breach of the 
firſt or ſecond table , as they concerns 
God and their neighbour 7 but touch- 


ing | 


The true Inquiſition, or 
ing their owne perſons , they ace ve 
——_ they walke not oberly tens 
perately, humbly : but proudly, wan- 
tonly, or riotoufly, 

In the fift place, ſome ſearch andery 
all their owne wayes , but they are 
negligent in ſearching and trying they 
wayecs of thoſe, that are commuted 
fo their charge, : | 

In the fixth place, ſome ſecme ful- 
«Baſe this precept in execution ; 
they ſearch and trie all their wayes,and 
the wayes of their frends and families, 
and ſet all in a good courſe: but ona 
ſudden,vpon ſome teEptation of wealth 
pleaſure, or honor , they ſtart backe, 
and with Dems embrace this preſent 
world. | 

Thus yee ſee how many are defe. 
Riue inthe due performance of this 
maine,and moſt neceſſary dutie of ſear- 
ching and trying their wayes., What 
remaines, but that I exhort every one 
of you, to take ſpeciall notice ooh 

ore 
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ſore of his owne heart, I meane the 
particular cale wherein he hath offen- 
ded, touching this ſearching and cry- 
ing of his ways, that forthe time to 
yo , hee may better periocme the 
ame, 

| prefle this dutic of ſearching and 
trying our wayes the rather, becauſe I 
find that many among the Heathea , 
have done it very diligently. Cicero de 
neue, brings in Cato ſaying , Quid 
quoque die dixerim, audierin , egerimn, 
comemors veſpers, that is, VV hat I hauc 
laide,heard, done, everyday, 1 recount 
at cvening, Semeca l1b-3.4e Ir4,C4p, 36e 
ayes Sextus Was Wont every nightto 
call himſclfe roxeck6ing, ſaying, 240d 
bodie malums tuum ſanaſt1, id eſt, what e- 
vill of thine haſt thou cuxed this day * 
Againe , Seneca ſaith of kimleltc, t 
hee was wont without faile ,? every 
night ro examine himſelfe upolt his 
bed, concerning the foregoing day. I 
might cite many more, bur others __ 

one 


f 
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doneit; and theſe are — co cry 
ſhameupon us Chriſtians , it we will 
pot practiſe ſuch an excellem duety,; 
which hath fo many Comandementys, 
promiſes,and threatnings in the Scrip- 
ture, 

Beſides, there is fo coutfe in the 
world which is more availeable ei- 
ther to bring vs into Gods favour , 
or to keepe vs from wandring, than 
this daily fearching and triyng of our 
wayes. _ : 

For the firſt , one ſayes very well, 
Ilam animam diligit Dews que, ſe ſine 
reſſatione conſiderat , es ſine ſimulatione 
juadicat , Godloves that foule , which 
withour ceaſing ſearches it ſcife, and 
withour guile judges it ſelfe: andif 
we would thus judge owr ſelves, wee” 
ſhould not be judged of the Lord, 1 Cor : 
11-31. 

| Secondly,ther's no better taeanes to 
kcepe us from wandring,than this dai- 
ly ſearching and triyng our wayes. If 
we 


The ſal Soules. ſearch; 
we would ſtand upon our watch, and 
daily examine all our thoughts,words 
and deeds, only concerning theſe two 
queſtions, whence they come, and 
whither they tend 'tis impoſſible we 
ſhould fall into finne, at leaft lye in 
finne as we commonly doe. 

For wane ofthis ſearching and try- 
ing their wayes, it is , that al the po- 
teritic of A fall ſo foully. 

Nay, it Eve had tried the words of 

the Serpent ; or Adam conſidered the 
iſt of his wite z neither the one, nor 
he other had eaten the forbidden 
fruite, 
If Cain had- but ſaid ro his ſoule, 
hen he went abont to kill Abel, what 
art thou about to doe 2 he would ne- 
ver have done it, 

If David had tryed his ſtrange 
luſts, when he firſt ſaw FYriahs wite, 
hee would have made a covenant with 
lis eyes as Job did. | 
Allthe fearcfull falls of the child- 
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ten of God when they wete negligene, 
- are fomany teſtimonies , that withour 
this daily ſearching) and trying our 
' wayecs, we cannotbe ſafe, and no mar. 
vell. For no finnc atthe firſt 
in bis owne proper hue; but 'masked, 


and in the likenefſe of ſame vertue, If 
therefore we negleR this poi of wil. 
dome : I meane ,if we doe not daily 
ſearch our wayes , we muſt needes en- 
tertaine ſome vice inſtead of vertue. 

For negle& of this (carching and 
_ trying , it comes to paflc that in theſe 
| dayes,there be ſo many drunkards,for- 
| Nicators, {wearers,&c. The drunkard 

faith = his mares, CI firs,ſhall we 
SOC the good fellowes © he will 
Te lip Ge ferns; ſhall wegoec and be 

drunke?* then few bur would ſeeme to 
_ abhorre the motion. 

The Fornicator , that he may com- 
paſle his defire, comes to a qnaide, and 
promiſes her preſent martiage. How 
many have beene thas deluded * and 
yet tew will take heed. The 
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. The ſwarer alleages for himſelſe, 
that either he is conſtrained to ſware, 
or that - hee ſwares noching but the 
truth, | 

In like manner , all other finnes 
comes ſtealing ypon us Under vertuous 
names. Pride in apparell atd building, 
will be tiled ncatnefſe ; coverouſnes, 
tarife,ciorous behavour & filthy rake, 
merciment+; malice a good ſtomach; 
revenge, Courage,prodigaliie, a kinde 
hearr, &c\, | 

. If cherefare we be not caretull to 
ſeach and try alt our wayes, yec {ce 
hoy eaſily we may be deceived. 

On the other fide, if we daily and 
truely ſearch and try every courſe that 
Is propounded to us,before we adven- 
tueypon ir, we ſhall be preſerved fro 
many finnes , as wee may fee by the 
example of oſeph, Gen : 39.7. Tofephs 
Maſters wife, an honorable woman, 
aft hereyes vpon 7oſeph, and ſheſaid, 
tic wich me, 7oſeph cmyng and cxami- 
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ning the motion, an{wers y.g how cax 
T deethis great wickedneſſe, and ſinne 4 
gainſt Gods | | 


In like manner, if. we would tryand 
eximine all motions which are made# 


tovs,; we ſhould bce innocent from 
great offenccs. | "4 

Bur perhaps ſome will ſay un'o me 
as David duti, Pſal : 19.12. Whecan 
widerſtand his exrors ? It we Cannot un» 
derſtand them, how ſhall we learch & 
try them £ o 

I aalwere , whzn 1 ſay that every 
man muſt ſenchand riic all his wayes, 
I doc not imagine that every 07Cean 
. preſently underſtand all his errors; 
Satan by his ſubtilty will ſo. bjinde us, 
. tae world by evill cuſtowcs, will ſo 
1way us, the flcſh by her ſorere, allure- 
ments w.li fo be witch us, th. chough 
we be never {o Ci:cumipect in fearci:- 
in;, fome (mall faulcs will cſcapea 
longtime. | 
Lu. jt we heart, ly pray forthe on 

on 
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don of all ounſecre:t faults, and conti- 
nue daily to uſe all wholeſome meanes 
to findthem out , God will accept our 
honeſt eadcavour. 

But yce will ſay further,what mcies 
muſt wee vic in {earching and trying 
our wayes © 

Anſ. The Pluloſophers make rea- 
ſon, the touchſtoae of all our ations, 
To reaſon ally ſome of the Fathers, 
(ceme to afcribe too much. Bur the 
truth is, humane reaſon is f-» Corrupt 
fince the fall of 44ams,rhar it is not fix 
tobe cheife in rhis buyfireſle. 

But thankes bee to. God we have 

B14 repay A3yor, 2 w07e {wre word, 25 it 

called 2 Per. 1.1940 this if we take heed 
we doe well, | 

This wotd was given by inſpirati- 
On, 2 Pet; 1.21. This word 15 pure, i#- 
lightming the eyes, Pjal. 19.8. Tis 4 light 
wo our pathes, Pſal: 119: logs Tis abic 
to make us wiſe unto ſalvaiion,2, Tim.3 - 
Tis profitable for Dottrine , for reals, 
C2 for 


 Thetrue Inquiſution, or 
for veproffe, for correfiion, for infiratli. 
#% in righteouſmeſſe, , v.16. In aword, 
The word of God & quick, and pewerful, 
and ſharper than any two edged ſword. peiy. 
Ting even tothe deviding 4 ſunder of the 
ſoute and ſpirit, and 4s a diſcerney of the 
thouchts and iments of the beat, Heb : 4 
13. Laſtly we ſhall be judged by the 
word, atthe day of judgement, 1ohn 
1 2:4 8-Rom: 2.16, AN which confide- 
red , tis moſt plaine, that the word of 
God the'beft hight & rule, to ſcarch 
and try all our ations. 

And now tall we, which arc here 
oathered rogerher, ſhould examine out 
waycs by this word of God, ccrtaine- 
Iy many of thcm would be itound ve- 
ry crooked, 

Iris nor poſible for me-inthis ſhort 
pace allotted tor this cxercHe,totouch 
a}l our wayes : I will :hcereſore medle 
onely with thoſe ., which are moſt 


properly inquirable at this Viſization 
Court, 
And 
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And becauſe the meſſenger of Go! 
muſt beas God himſelfe, no refpeRer 
of perſons, will begia with the cheife 
aad mine owne Comte, and cellthen 
wherein their wayes are thought, nog 
to be agreable 40: Gods word. 

And becauſe R:ght Worſhipfull, you 
and your Officers, cathe ca. inquire 
what famethere gocs of us, I thynke jr 
very requiſite, to informe you firſt, 
what fame goes of your ſelves, that 


yee may take an occalipn,to legrch, & | 


tie your awne WayE$ghgfoce ye med- 

dle with others. I 4 4 
This: then is the common fame of 
the Country , that, whether .it bee 
through the faulr of the cheife, Mz- 
gitrare, and his Officiall, Cammiſſa- 
ry, or $urrogates,or Regiſter,or Sum- 
ners, offenders are not ardinarily cen- 
ſured, according to the nature of their 
oftcnee.. And that the grearand rich, 
get thraugh yous Egclchiaſticall nets, 
4s efily 4s horners, thraugh the Spi- 
Cz ders 
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ders webbe. Bur that che poorer ſort 
ſtand Excommunic#ed a long time, 
chough they be never lo penitent,one- 
ly becaule they have no money 'to 
ay. | 

d Margver! that in your Viſitation 
Courts, moft of you are more greedie 
of eaine, than ſollicitous for Refor- 
mation , which is the maine end of 
theſe Aſſemblies. 

Laſtly ,*that in your Conſiſtorie, 
you and the Prodters, prolong rrifling 
cauſes, for thEmultiplying of fees: & 
_. that faRious plaintiffes , which wage 
\ Law, for the vexation of their neigh- 

bours, find ro favorableenmerraine. 
ment. | 

Now for my part, I doe nor accuſe 
any man, burif theſe reports be true, 
then I muſt needes admoniſh you in 
the word of the Lord, Temes 4: $.that 
_ clenſe your bands, and purifie your 

arts, and be affitted , and monrne and 
weepe, And I pray you remember as 

| | LF Saint 
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Saigt Payl Taith, Rom. 13. 4 that yo 
beare not the ſword in wayne. Rememe 
b:r alſo. what the rock 50d God of If 
r:el [aid x9 David, + 54m.23.3.He that 
ruleth over. men muſl weedes be juſt, 18- 
lirg i" the fearcof Gods 
Whicjcfore , a5 good Tehrſa-bat (i 
t) his I';dges, 2 Chrew : 19'6,Take heed 
what yee_ dee « for yee_Indze xot for man, 
but for 1h: Lord, whd i wib you in nw, 
ment ; wer efore row let he feare of C 4 
be »jon nh, rake leede and doe, ne. For . 
there i« no enquity with the Lord our God, 


#07 reſpe(t of per/ons, nor taking of Gifts, 
Gifts, as. God {aich ,* Dent , 16,196 
nk ROSS Sf he w bo. a, 7 


Laſtly -ro all the Officers of this 
Court, I {ay in the name of the Lotd, . 
as lohn Baptrft faid th the puþlicans, 
Luke 3.13. Ex4 no more then u appotn- 
ted you, remembrifie that extortion 5 4 
damnable ſinge. And what ſhall it profit « 
24n to winne the whole world, 4ndo looſe 


| birqwre ſoul? fark C hriſt, Mt «16. 6 : 
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In the ſecond place, toikhing vs. 
Miniſters, there be many cor plains ; 
that we doe not accord ing, tothewoid 
of the Lord , take heed ro obr ſelves, 
and the flockes ,over which the holy 
Ghoſt hath mace us over ſeers, | 

Some of us are carelefſe routhin 
our owne lives; we afc tot ex: tnples 
to our people, as the Spirit comands; 
1 Tim, 4- 12.10 word, in comer ſation, mn 
charity, in £79, in fab, ty parity. Yea 
tis verified of ſome of vs which was 
ſpoken, Hoſ: 4 9: T here ſea be L ke pre- 
ple, like ee 

Againe,t we” the Spirit Ehirge us 
all, 3 Tim : efore Ged A440 the Lord 
Teſws, to reli ; wird, and be inflant 
1s {aſer out of eaſen, is reprove, ey 
exhirt : Yet diverſe of 20, are more 
carefull in feeding our fel res, thanyn 
feeding ovr flockes. | 

But atovye all, , we arc 2 Faid i tO bee 
neraſly defeQive, in that molt nece 
ry patr of ot Office, Re 
wherc- - 
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rhereunto we have of late yearesbeh 
o oft-n exhoned, boih by our Kings 
ind Brſbop . ' know what moſt doth 
kadge, that parents and Maſters,wil 
ot caule their children and ſervants 
ocome to be Catechiſcd; but I know 
ithall,chat if we had been as zealous 
01he Lords cauſe, as we are for the 
voſt part for our owne commoduies, 
fee might have done a gerat deale 
nore 260d this way t4 we hayedone. 
Wheretore my deere brethren] be- 
kech you all in the name, of rhe Lord 
Iclus, who hath c6mirted his Lambes, 
$ well as ſheepe to out cate, lets all 
1h one heart,and withall out might, 
kt vpon this moſt laudable and, mo 
itable exerciſe of Carcchizibg ; 
out which, we ſhall doe litte £06d by 
op preachin " 
Third fort d le, that ate 
Be iS it this Vilieation eat to 
hurch- wardens atid Side-men, who 


are bound by. oath'ro preſent unto the 
'©* "Judge 


_ . 1Jndge wil 


 Tbeerne Inquifition, pr 
Tadge all offerd: rs. 1... __.. 
But ex:;pc.rl;e;c be ſome notoriou 
crime wh'ci: they thinke cannot 11 
hid,they uſeto preſent emoia bene, and 
here:!n they thunke , thic y , deale. ve 
wilcly. W"'PE 
For as I have heard ſome of them [iy 
we ſhall bring fces ro, the Cour , and 
nothing ſhall be the better. ___. 
But I pray you conſider.ih the means 
time ye. forſweare your ſelves; and ir 
curre the very wrath of GoJ.F-r God 
will not take it for an excuſe thu yq 


Tay, tough wee ſhouldpreſent, tl 


not Reforme,,, The Tudg 
ſhall beare his owne burden, and wh; 
'a feaxefullthing it is for you to falls 
tO the hands of the living God,by th 

abominable finns of pert}, ,..... 
* "Whetefore what concett lo ever yt 
| hays had here rofoxe,, touching thelc 
. Viſttaton Goprts, Now I admoniſl 
. you in the name of him, who ſh 
Judge both-:quick and dead, preſent 31 
,Offgpcers ag5inſt the'Carions withou 
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are or favour: ye arc ordained asthe 
cs and warchmen of the ludge in £- 
ery Pariſh, And if yee werecarefull 
ccording 10 your'/Qath , wherewith 
7ou binde your: ſoules'cvery V ifirati- 
n, to preſcn: Erunkard, (wearer, ray+ 
cr, ſcolds, flaunderers, ribwuds, ſow- 
rs of dilcords, Fornicators, Adulte- 
ers, Sabbath breakers , &c, Doubt- 
cir4quitic would not abound IN C- 
ery Pariſh as it:dorh: - | 
Laftly, I may ſay tothe whole C6- 
pregation,andtocvery {ot & degree, 
om the higheſt to the loweſt, thar if 
we would tcarch and crie our wayes, 
by the truth of Gods:word,;they will 
appeare very irregular : yea-more, 
thoſe things wherein wee walke moſt 
ſurable ro Gods will, tis ro: be feared, 
wedce them onely ſ2perficiouſlic,and 
for forme and ſaſhion , rather than for 
conſcienceand obedicnce ro: God,and 
his A which are Gods Minl- 
ſters, for che njoſt part -preaeh: for 
| | | {o:me, 
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forme , and yce which profeſle your 
ſclyes to bee Gods people, heare for 
forme. For when rhe Sermon is end. 
_ ed, weall departandthinke vp01itng 
more, as if we had fully done our 
in fpcaking , andyee in hearing, and 
there were no more requyred- at our 
lands. | 

This is the cauſe why.though there 
beſumuch Preaching in the Land dai- 
_ ly,yet there is very {mall progreſiein 

pity, LEA 
\ Which being fog what remaines, 
but that 1-admonifh 'you all and my 
ſcifealfo; in the words: of the ſecond 
part of my Text, co turne againe une) 

the Lord: Rl KS 
- This is*the onely courſe for all that 

_ havegone.aftray ; as you may ſve, 1s! 
2c 12. #3; there the Lord exhorts the 
finnetull Lewes , and all that have fin- 


ned asthey did, ſayng, Tame yer even 
to ze witth all —— & with faſting 
#94 with werpin, and with mourning, and 
: | | rev 
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tut your hearts & net your garments and 
rae to the Lord year God, © for: hee is 
aus, and mercifall, ſlow to anger,and 
great kindneſſe., & repenteth him of the 

v4, T hat is,if we weepe ard rent ou? 
ears forall our wandrings,and ture 
om all our by-pathes to fcrve the 
Lord, in ſobrierze, righteouſneſſe,and 
odlineſſe, God will remove from vs, 

| the plagues and judgements, hich 
he hath ſent or threatened, But if wee 
poc one in our cvill wayes , then the 
ord will power downe his vialls of 
indignation vpon us : 'God will wound 
the batry ſcalp of ſuch as go on ſtill in their 
treſpaſſes, Pſal : 68,21 .W here{ore I lay 
againe for aconclvſion,let vs throvgh. 
ly ſearch and try alllour wayes , abd 
whiles it is called today begintorurne 
to the Lo:d our God ,, with all cur- 
hearts, & with faſting,and with weep- 
ing, and with mourning: Oh let vs 
rent and teare our foulrs , withgooly 
lorrow , for all our tranſgreffions of 
Gocs 
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Gods Ordinances , and eſpecially at 
this time, for cur formall and perfun- 
tory uſage of theſe Vifttation Courts, 
which are ordained meerely, for the 
Reformationof che taults of the Coun. 
try ; fo ſhall not injquitie be our de. 
{truftion: for the Lord cefircs notthe 
death of a ſinner , but rather that hee 
ſhould repent and live. | 

This repentance unto life he gives 
us, who gave himſclte for us, even le. 
ſus Chriſt our Rightzouſnefle; To 
whom with-the Farher and the, holy 


Ghoſt ; be honor and power everlaſt- 
ing, CAMmen. "gy I 
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| {al. 91. . 
Everend M.Beza; with Henric Molcrus , /i- 
poſeth, that horrible peſtilence mentioned in: 
, Sam 24 was the ocaſuon of this Pſalme, M.Bcza de- 
fres Divines, not ro difÞute whether the peſt lence 
be contagious or no .. but rather to beate into the 
' minds of men, tbe dotFrine which is ſo neceſſarie and 
comfortable to the godly, fer forth in this Pſaime, 
which M.Beza found in his meditations , when be 
with bis ſamilie was [initten with thepeſtilence. 


- 
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Reza P araphraſe , vpon the, XC 1, 
lelme, wherein he found preat comfort 
by it , when be was ſmitei with the pe 
filence, fo all bu family fouretimes, 


oeto ye mortall m2n,and imagine ſomany 
ffrs as ye luſt : there 38 one onely fate and 
wet refuge, event the ſhadowe of the Almighs 
ce W'icGod , anco all chem char runue unto the hid 
overt of him that is mcſt hivh. 
c Wherefore for my part, the Lord onely hall 
be my refuge and torirefl. 3 hee 1s my God, in 
op ton | ove ſ-rled all my hope 
; And whoſocyer thuu be that fanll follow my 
-c-amp! , be thou aſlurcd that God will deliver 
hee from the ner of che fowlcr , even from the 
crilous peſtilence, how urifectt us and danycrous 
loeyer, 

For he will defend thee , covering thee with 
his feathers, 1nd recaving thee under has wings: 
he.ther is there any bucklr fo ſtrong, or theld 
ſo ſure; a3 the promuſes. of God, who neither wil 
nor can breake the promiſe that he hath once 
_ unto the btleevers. which wee, to bea 
jar. 

s Wherefore, neith:r the errors of t'1e nigh 
nor the dares ilicng in the day time hill Rtrike 
thee, 

6 E-cnthe peſtilence ſpreading in the darknes, 
and the deacly plague that maketh ſuch Naugh- 
ter 111 the day 

Ani thoveh athouſand fall on the one fide 
nd tent!-ouſand on the orher: yer the evill tiaall 
Not cgme unto thces 
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7 the Lord by mie ex le, 
to that rower of God, which is fer int | 
high and ſure 
16 For fo wi'l ir come io poly the ws) 
hall rouch thee, and thouſhalr be x d 
and fure, without che ſhot of darts m his” &. 
nacle, 
11 For the bleſſed ſpirits haverecevedal 
mandemenrt from the Lord to defend thee & 
ſerye thee , ſo thiat thou keep che way appr 
. 29 thee, Fs 
12 Wherefore, racher then thouſhilt beky 
gain any ſtone, they themſclvesſhail-r 
7P4n their Oy thee, ... © ws, 
a3 So that, if t neede , = 
alke harmelefle, even wh Fo Way 
EE 
without 
T4 'For "or God hunſdfe_ 


Adoth love me fo hu 
recs 


ypon hep dhibebins wil & hea 
chough I were a cov 
raker of his miſerics , I wil Tlie himy'h 
him alſo ro honaur, | 
wil tikewile pound 
= lefe ſhal he ye wit hers: and iſ 


end Lwill mak him parcakerof 
Jazxlaing felicizie. . 
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